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EDITORIAL

O! Goddess Earth I Bow to Thee

The earth has enough for the needs of all,
but not the greed of a few.
M. K. Gandhi

We are of the earth earthy. If earth is not,
we are not. I feel nearer God by feeling
Him through the earth. In bowing to the
earth, I at once realize my indebtedness to
Him, and if I am a worthy child of Mother,
I shall at once reduce myself to dust and rejoice in establishing
kinship with not only the lowliest of human beings, but also with
lowest forms of creation whose fate—reduction to dust—I have to

share with them. M. K. Gandhi

The World Wildlife Fund (WWF) or world wide fund for
nature is the largest non-government international

organization. It was
founded in 1961 by a group To be truly effective, a wide-angle vision and
of European scientists, [long-term perspective must be supported by
naturalists and business more precise and accurate data. Historians
and political leaders. It aims  yyst be equipped to measure environmental
at protecting endangered  cpapge over time more accurately than has
environment, saving  poey previously possible.

endangered species and

addressing global threats such as pollution.

A report prepared by this organization was published in
brief in the 7Times of India, dated 25 October, 2006. The

heading the newspaper chose for this report ran thus :
LUXURY LIFE STYLES SUCKING EARTH DRY. The sub-
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heading was a poignant commentary:
Human Desires too Much for Natural
Bounties, Resources May Dry up by
2050, says WWF.

According to environment
conservation group WWEF, greedy
humans are gobbling up the earth’s
resources in a hurry and digging our
own grave. Nature is being stripped by
humans at an unprecedented rate and
will need two planets’ worth of natural
resources every year by 2050 on
current trends. From 1970 to 2003,
populations of many species, from fish
to mammal have fallen by about a
third largely because of human threats
such as pollution, clearing of forests
and over fishing.

Launching the global group’s
2006 Living Planet Report, James
Leape, WFF’s Director-General said,
“If everyone around the world lived as
those in America, we would need five
planets to support us.” The people of
the United Arab Emirates are ahead of
those in the United States, Finland
and Canada. The Australians are also
living well beyond their means. The
average Australian uses 6.6 global
hectares to support a highly developed
life style. They are behind United
States and Canada, but ahead of the
United Kingdom, Russia, China and
Japan. Greg Bourne, WWF Australia’s
Chief Executive Officer said, “If the
rest of the world led the kind of
lifestyles we do here in Australia, we
would require three and a half planets
to provide the resources we use and to
absorb the waste.” Leape, speaking in
an  energy-efficient  building at
Beijing’s Tsanghua University pointed
out, “As countries work to improve the

well-being of their people, they risk by
passing the goal of sustainability.” He
added, “It 1is inevitable that this
disconnect will limit the abilities of poor
countries to develop and rich countries
to maintain their prosperity. In 2003
the demand people placed on the
natural world was 25% greater than
the planet's annual ability to provide
everything from food to energy. In the
previous report of 2001, the overshoot
was 20%. The report of 2006
prognosticated, “On current
projections, humanity will be using
two planets’ worth of natural resources
by 2050—if those resources have not
run out by them. People are turning
resources into waste faster than nature
can turn waste back into resources.”

The world’s population has more
than tripled between 1961 and 2003.
The United Nations projections show a
surge to 9 billion people around 2050.
The WWF report argued that the
footprint from the use of fossil fuels,
whose heat-trapping emissions are
widely blamed for rising temperature,
was the fastest growing cause of stress.
The said report enumerated that an
index tracking 1300 vertebrate species
such as birds, fish, amphibians,
reptiles and mammals—showed that
their populations had diminished by
about 30%  because of many
environmental factors, including a loss
of habitats to farms.

Erich W. Zimmerman and others
argued long ago that natural resources
are essentially manmade resources.
The totality of mnatural resources
changes as man’s technological and
social capability to use minerals, plants
or other materials grows more
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extensive. A study of environmental
history shows that stocks of wild
animals, fertile topsoil, important
minerals and densely forested lands
have sharply diminished in the last
three hundred years. The intensity,
scope and quantities of natural
materials consumed by humans
continue to increase. The world of the
space age has become interdependent
in divergent ways unknown to our
grand parents. In the last few decades
the speed and intensity of interaction

has dramatically accelerated. The
whole issue of cultural attitude
towards environmental changes

demands continuous exploration and
critical scrutiny.

By the nineteenth century global
linkage through road, rail, port and
harbor, and steamship facilitated rapid
and large-scale movement of
agricultural products. The spread of
telegraphic and postal services made
market information readily available.
Provisions of banking, credit and
efficient monetary systems in recent
years have strengthened the
correlation between swelling
population and agricultural expansion.

During the period of last three
hundred years, the Earth’s vegetation
cover has drastically changed. The
world’s wild and sea animal
populations have decreased in number
and range. The physical composition of
the oceans and the atmosphere also
has undergone changes. The enormous
extension of global market has been a
major factor in drastic environmental
changes. Industrial development, rapid
and extensive urbanization, mining
and large-scale commercial fishing

have all contributed to the
transformation of world’s environment.

John F. Richards, an eminent
environmental historian, has defined
the role of historians on these issues in
his  highly informative article
‘Documenting Environmental History:
Global Patterns of Land Con’,
published in Environment, Vol. 26, No.
9, November 1984, pp. 7-36. I quote
below his concluding remark as a
source of enlightenment for the benefit
of those who are engaged in he study
of Man and Nature.

What is needed is a long-

term global, comparative,

historical perspective that

treats the environment as

a meaningful variable...

To be truly effective, a

wide-angle  vision and

long-term perspective must

be supported by more

precise and accurate data.

Historians must be

equipped to measure

environmental change over

time more accurately than

has been previously
possible.
More  precise, world wide

quantified historical data on land-use,
animal populations, human settlement
and plant species distributions are the
sort of data that could be meshed with
evolving capacity for remote sensing
monitoring and computerized
mapping. In the end, more and better
data, presented effectively will enable
us to discover new relationships and to
better understand man’s interaction
with his world in the past and in the

future.
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Gandhi-Bose Correspondence

FROM SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE
Fealgora,
March 31, 1939
MY DEAR MAHATMAJI,

...I shall be grateful if you could let me know your reaction to Pant's
resolution. You are in this advantageous position that you can take a
dispassionate view of things—provided, of course, you get to know the whole
story of Tripuri. Judging from the papers most of the people who have seen you
so far seem to belong to one school—namely, those who supported Pant's
resolution. But that does not matter. You can easily assess things at their proper
value, regardless of the persons who visit you.

You can easily imagine my own view of Pant's resolution. But my personal
feelings do not matter so much. In public life we have often to subordinate
personal feelings to public considerations. As I have said in a previous letter,
whatever one may think of Pant's resolution from the purely constitutional point
of view, since it has been passed by the Congress, I feel bound by it. Now do you
regard that resolution as one of no-confidence in me and do you feel that I should
resign in consequence thereof? Your view in this matter will influence me
considerably.

* * *

There is one other matter to which I shall refer in this letter—that is the
question of our programme. ...For months I have been telling friends that there
would be a crisis in Europe in spring which would continue till summer. The
international situation as well as our own position at home convinced me nearly

v
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8 months ago that the time had come for us to force the issue of Purna Swaraj.
...For these and other reasons we should lose no time in placing our National
Demand before the British Government in the form of an ultimatum. ...If you do
so and prepare for the coming struggle simultaneously I am sure that we shall
be able to win Purna Swaraj very soon. The British Government will either
respond to our demand without a fight—or, if the struggle does take place in our
present circumstances it cannot be a long drawn one. I am so confident and so
optimistic on this point that I feel that if we take courage in both hands and go
ahead we shall have Swaraj in-side of 18 months at the most.

I feel so strongly on this point that I am prepared to make any sacrifice in
this connection. If you take up the struggle, I shall most gladly help you to the
best of my ability. If you feel that the Congress will be able to fight better with
another President I shall gladly step aside. If you feel that the Congress will be
able to fight more effectively with a Working Committee of your choice, I shall
gladly fall in line with your wishes. All that I want is that you and the Congress
should in this critical hour stand up and resume the struggle for Swaraj. If self-
effacement will further the national cause, I assure you most solemnly that I am
prepared to efface myself completely. I think I love my country sufficiently to be
able to do this.

Pardon me for saying that the way you have been recently conducting the
States People's struggle does not appeal to me.

* * *

I may say that many people like myself cannot enthuse over the terms of
the Rajkot settlement. We, as well as the Nationalist Press have called it a great
victory—but how much have we gained? Sir Maurice Gwyer is neither our man
nor is he an independent agent. He is a Government man. What point is there in
making him the umpire? We are hoping that his verdict will be in our favour.
But supposing he declares against us, what will be our position?

My letter has become too long, so I must stop here. If I have said anything
which appears to you to be erroneous, I hope you will pardon me. I know you
always like people to speak frankly and openly. That is what has emboldened me
in writing this frank and long letter.

With respectful Pranams,

Yours affectionately,
SUBHASH

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, pp. 60-62
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TO SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE

Birla House,
New Delhi,
2-4-1939
MY DEAR SUBHASH,

I have yours of 31st March as also the previous one. You are quite frank and
I like your letters for the clear enunciation of your views.

The views you express seem to me to be so diametrically opposed to those of
the others and my own that I do not see any possibility of bridging them. I think
that such school of thought should be able to put forth its views before the
country without any mixture. And if this is honestly done, I do not see why there
should be any bitterness ending in civil war.

What is wrong is not the differences between us but loss of mutual respect
and trust. This will be remedied by time which is the best healer. If there is real
non-violence in us, there can be no civil war much less bitterness.

Taking all things into consideration, I am of opinion that you should at once
form your own Cabinet fully representing your views. Formulate your
programme definitely and put it before the forthcoming A.I.C.C. If the
Committee accepts the programme all will be plain-sailing and you should be
enabled to prosecute it unhampered by the minority. If on the other hand your
programme 1is not accepted you should resign and let the Committee choose its
President. And you will be free to educate the country along your own lines. I
tender this advice irrespective of Pandit Pant's resolution.

My prestige does not count. It has an independent value of its own. When
my motive is suspected or my policy or programme rejected by the country, the
prestige must go. India will rise and fall by the quality of the sum-total of her
many millions. Individuals, however high they may be, are of no account except
in so far as they represent the many millions. Therefore, let us rule it out of
consideration.

I wholly dissent from your view that the country has been never so non-
violent as now. I smell violence in the air I breathe. But the violence has put on
a subtle form. Our mutual distrust is a bad form of violence. The widening gulf
between Hindus and Mussalmans points to the same thing. I can give further
illustrations.

S0
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We seem to differ as to the amount of corruption in the Congress. My
impression is that it is on the increase. I have been pleading for the past many
months for a thorough scrutiny.

In these circumstances I see no atmosphere of non-violent mass action. An
ultimatum without effective sanction is worse than useless.

But as I have told you I am an old man perhaps growing timid and over-
cautious and you have youth before you and reckless optimism born of youth. I
hope you are right. I am wrong. I have the firm belief that the Congress as it is
today cannot deliver the goods, cannot offer civil disobedience worth the name.
Therefore, if your prognosis is right, I am a back number and played out as the
generalissimo of Satyagraha.

I am glad you have mentioned the little Rajkot affair. It brings into
prominent relief the different angles from which we look at things. I have
nothing to repent of in the steps I have taken in connection with it. I feel that it
has great national importance. I have not stopped civil disobedience in the other
States for the sake of Rajkot. But Rajkot opened my eyes. It showed me the way.
I am not in Delhi for my health. I am reluctantly in Delhi awaiting the Chief
Justice's decision. I hold it to be my duty to be in Delhi till the steps to be taken
in due fulfillment of the Viceroy's declaration in his last wire to me are finally
taken. I may not run any risk. If I invited the Paramount Power to do its duty,
I was bound to be in Delhi to see that the duty was fully performed. I saw
nothing wrong in the Chief Justice being appointed the interpreter of the
document whose meaning was put in doubt by the Thakor Sahib. By the way, Sir
Maurice will examine the document not in his capacity as Chief Justice but as a
trained jurist trusted by the Viceroy. By accepting the Viceroy's nominee as
Judge, I fancy I have shown both wisdom and grace and what is more important
I have increased the Vice regal responsibility in the matter.

Though we have discussed sharp differences of opinion between us, I am
quite sure that our private relations will not suffer in the least. If they are from
the heart, as I believe they are, they will bear the strain of these differences.

Love,
BAPU

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, pp. 62-65

5O
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Gandhi's Tribute to Netaji

SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE

The hypnotism of the I.N.A. has cast its spell upon us. Netaji's name is one to
conjure with. His patriotism is second to none. (I use the present tense
intentionally). His bravery shines through all his actions. He aimed high but
failed. But who has not failed? Ours is to aim high and to aim well. It is not given
to everyone to command success.

Harijan, 24-2-1946
* %* *

Netaji was like a son to me. I came to know him as a lieutenant full of promise
under the late Deshabandhu Das. His last message to the I.N.A. was that whilst
on foreign soil they had fought with arms, on their return to India they would
have to serve the country as soldiers of non-violence under the guidance and the
leadership of the Congress. The message which the I.N.A. has for India is not
adoption of the method of appeal to arms for settling disputes—it has been tried
and found wanting—but of cultivating non-violence, unity, cohesion and
organisation.

Though the I.N.A. failed in their immediate objective, they have a lot to
their credit of which they might well be proud. Greatest among these was to
gather under one banner men from all religions and ideas of India, and to infuse
into them the spirit of solidarity and oneness to the exclusion of all communal or
parochial sentiment. It is an example which all should emulate.

Harijan, 14-4-1946

N
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Gandhi's Appeal for Commuting Death Sentence on
Bhagat Singh and Two Others

(LETTER TO VICEROY)

1 Daryaganj, Delhi,
March 23,1931
Dear Friend,

It seems cruel to inflict this letter on you, but the interest of peace demands
a final appeal. Though you were frank enough to tell me that there was little
hope of your commuting the sentence of death on Bhagat Singh and two others,
you said you would consider my submission of Saturday. Dr. Sapru met me
yesterday and said that you were troubled over the matter and taxing your brain
as to the proper course to adopt. If there is any room left for reconsideration, I
invite your attention to the following.

Popular opinion rightly or wrongly demands commutation. When there is no
principle at stake, it is often a duty to respect it.

In the present case, the chances are that, if commutation is granted,
internal peace is most likely to be promoted. In the event of execution, peace is
undoubtedly in danger.

Seeing that I am able to inform you that the revolutionary party has assured
me that, in the event of these lives being spared, that party will stay its hands,
suspension of sentence pending cessation of revolutionary murders becomes in
my opinion a peremptory duty.

Political murders have been condoned before now. It is worth while saving
these lives, if thereby many other innocent lives are likely to be saved, and

59
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maybe even revolutionary crime almost stamped out.

Since you seem to value my influence such as it is in favour of peace, do not
please unnecessarily make my position, difficult as it is, almost too difficult for
future work.

Execution is an irretrievable act. If you think there is the slightest chance of
error of judgment, I would urge you to suspend for further review an act that is
beyond recall.

If my presence is necessary, I can come. Though I may not speak. I may hear
and write what I want to say.**

"Charity never faileth."

I am,

Yous sincere friend,

(From a photostat : C.W. 9343, Courtesy : India Office Library)

** Being Monday, a silence day. On the very day in his letter super scribed "confidential" the
Viceroy wrote:"l have again thought very carefully over everything that you have said--and the
last thing. I should wish to do would be to make your task, especially at this juncture, more
difficult. But I am afraid, for the reasons I sought to explain fully to you in conversation, I cannot
see my way to feel that it would be right to take the action you request..." (C.W. 9344).

GANDHI'S STATEMENT ON EXECUTION OF
BHAGAT SINGH AND COMRADES

New Delhi,
March 23, 1931

Bhagat Singh and his companions have been executed and have become martyrs.
Their death seems to have been a personal loss to many. I join in the tributes
paid to the memory of these young men. And yet I must warn the youth of the
country against following their example....

[Extracts from pp. 334-336, Collected Works, Vol. 45]

8
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The Execution of Revolutionaries

An observation by Subhas Bose

[In his book, The Indian Struggle (1920-34), Subhas Chandra Bose has also

recalled the event.]

It seems that before the execution of the three
revolutionaries, Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and Sukhdev,
there was wide-spread hope and feeling among the people
‘ that their lives would be spared. This was no doubt a
result of the climate of expectancy in the wake of the
Gandhi-Irwin Pact and reconciliation between the

Government of India and the Congress.

Released from prison (on March 8, 1931) Subhas

Chandra Bose was also a witness to the euphoria, as he

went across to Bombay to meet Mahatma Gandhi; and
travelled back with the latter, availing, the opportunity for an extended
exchange of views on the national situation and the impact of the Pact on the eve
of the 1931 Congress Session at Karachi. Belonging to the 'left wing' of the
Congress, he was himself not in favour of the Pact, but the public felt otherwise.
As he was to observe in his book— The Indian Struggle (1920-34)— which he
wrote during his extended stay in Europe in 1935 and which was banned in India
..."From the ovation he (Mahatma Gandhi) received everywhere, it was quite
apparent that his popularity had reached the high watermark. It had surpassed
even the record of 1921."

"At Delhi, no sooner did we arrive than we received a bombshell in the
shape of the news to the effect that the government had decided to execute
Sardar Bhagat Singh and two of his comrades in the Lahore Conspiracy Case.
Pressure was brought to bear upon the Mahatma to try to save the lives of these
young men; and it must be admitted that he did try his very best. On this
occasion, I ventured the suggestion that he should, if necessary, break with the
Viceroy on the question, because the execution was against the spirit, if not
letter, of the Delhi Pact..".

3¢
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GANDHI'S LETTER TO HERR HITLER

As at Wardha, C.P.,
India, 23-7-'39

DEAR FRIEND,

Friends have been urging me to write to you for the sake of humanity. But
I have resisted their request, because of the feeling that any letter from me
would be an impertinence. Something tells me that I must not calculate and that
I must make my appeal for whatever it may be worth.

It 1s quite clear that you are today the one person in the world who can
prevent a war which may reduce humanity to the savage state. Must you pay
that price for an object, however, worthy it may appear to you to be? Will you
listen to the appeal of one who has deliberately shunned the method of war not
without considerable success? Any way, I anticipate your forgiveness, if I have
erred in writing to you.

I remain,
Your sincere friend,
M. K. GANDHI

HERR HITLER,
BERLIN,

GERMANY

From a photostat: S.N. 23126

)



Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and
His Concept of Unity of Religion

Asghar Ali Engineer

Tarjuman al-Qur'an

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad's
Tarjuman al-Qur’'an has its own place
in the Tafsir literature from India. The
Maulana wrote Tarjuman al-Qur'an
first during his internment in Ranchi
in late twenties when MSS was de-
stroyed by the British police while
raiding his house before arresting him
to discover 'subversive literature'.
Maulana Azad wrote it again during
late thirties, but could not complete it
due to his being very busy with politi-
cal affairs. What we have today is an
incomplete commentary. It is interest-
ing to note that Sir Syed also could not

s4

complete his commentary though for
different reasons. Both commentaries
are of great value though incomplete.
Maulana Azad was greatly influ-
enced by Sir Syed and his modern reli-
gious outlook. He used to wait for Sir
Syed's books with great keenness and
used to finish rending it as soon as he
received a book. But Maulana Azad
was also a great religious thinker in
his own right and, while writing tafsir
he struck his own original path.
There are similarities and differ-
ences between Sir Syed's religious
views and those of Maulana Azad.
Both were influenced by modern liber-
alism and both differed from classical
commentators, particularly on social
and political issues. Both had great re-
gard, though within certain limits, for
women's rights. Also, both stood in
favour of inter-religious harmony. But
they profoundly differed from each
other on their approach to the British
rule, Sir Syed almost favouring it and
the Maulana completely rejecting it.

Wahadat-e-din
Maulana Azad made seminal contribu-
tions to the tafsir literature through
his concept of what he called wahdat-
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e-din (i.e. the unity of religion) with
which we would like to deal here. It
must be emphasised, however, that the
Maulana was not the first to do so.
Other Muslim religious thinkers
too had dealt with this concept earlier
in the pre-modern period both in India
and outside India. The sufis, it is well
known, had struck their own path in
this respect and believed in truth of all
religions. The sufis particularly those
belonging to the Chisti silsila (i.e. the
Chisti School) to which Baba Farid,
Nizamuddin Awliyah and Khwaja
Muinuddin of Ajmer belonged, all laid
great stress on the respect for religions
other than Islam. Muhiyuddm Ibn
Arabi, the founder of the Sufi concept
referred to as wahdat al-wujud goes as
far as describing his heart as centre of
love for God and hence it is a church,
a synagogue, a temple and a mosque.
The Holy Qur'an also maintains
that Allah's name is remembered in all
religious places of worship be they of
Christians, Jews or Muslims. Thus the
Qur'an says "And if Allah did not repel
some people by others, cloisters, and
churches, and  synagogues, and
mosques in which Allah’s name is
much remembered, would have been
pulled down. (22-40) (Emphasis
mine). Thus, it is clear the Qur'an con-
siders all places of religious worship
wherein Allah's name is remembered
(though in different forms) as worthy
of respect and hence need to be pro-
tected. Some Islamic thinkers have
been pointed out that in this verse,
Masjid has been mentioned last and

o

other religious places precede it. No
wonder then that Muhiyuddin Ibn
Arabi considered his heart as church,
synagogue and masjid wherein Allah's
name is remembered.

But apart from sufi tradition,
other Islamic thinkers like Shah
Waliyulla'h of Delhi who was a great
Islamic theologian and a thinker of
eminence, also refers to certain verses
of the Qur'an to maintain that all reli-
gions are worthy of respect. He also
subscribes to the concept of wahdat-e-
din (unity of religion) which he dis-
cusses in his magnum opus Hujjatillahi
Balighah.

The question arises what is the
contribution of Maulana Azad in this
respect? The difference lies in the way
the Maulana presents the concept. He
presents it very systematically and
quotes profusely from the Holy Qur'an
to support his contentions. He also
quotes from scriptures of different reli-
gions including Hinduism to prove his
point.

His knowledge of comparative re-
ligion is also quite sound. He also tries
to find support for his theory of 'unity
of religion’ in various other ways.
Thus, compared to other theologians,
Maulana Azad is the most systematic
profounder of the concept of wahdat-e-
din in modern times in India. He thus
comes closest among Islamic theolo-
gians to the Sufis of medieval period.

THOUGHT SYSTEM OF THE AGE
Maulana Azad also points out that the
prevailing thought system of every pe-
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riod of time (har ahad ka fikri asar)
influences the commentator of the
Qur'an. Thus the Qur'anic commen-
tary cannot be written in vaccum. He
also points out that it is a matter of
great pride that the Islamic thinkers,
the “wulama’, never compromised the
principles of Islam under political pres-
sures, but the influence of prevalent
thought system in a given period does
not exercise itself only though political
structures but through countless ways
including psychological and social. And
once these doors of influence are
opened, it is very difficult to close them
even if one wants. No mind, Azad
points out and rightly so, can remain
safe from these influences. Thus, it is
not true to maintain (that there is only
and only one way of understanding
the Qur'an. Moreover, one is also im-
portant to note that often the scrip-
tural language is rich in symbolism
which can be interpreted in number of
ways depending on one's mental ca-
pacity, background and experience.
New meanings unfold themselves with
new developments and new experi-
ences. Maulana Azad was open to new
interpretations and was receptive to
new developments. And that is why he
could grasp richness of the Qur'anic
symbolism.

PERIOD OF TAQLID— NEED FOR
VISION

The Maulana was also aware that af-
ter the 10-11th century, and particu-
larly after the sack of Baghdad in
1258, there began a sharp decline in

o9

the creative interpretation and the
Muslim theologians began to stick to
earlier interpretations. Thus it was al-
most an end of jjtithad in Islam. The
theologians took pride in imitating
their predecessors, and any deviation
from this path came to be condemned
and was considered almost heretical.
Now began the period of taqlid (blind
imitation). Thus since that period,
there was no worthwhile contribution
by any mufassir (commentator). Ac-
cording to Azad, now all the commen-
tators did was to write few notes on the
margin of existing exegesis. He even
considers the classical exegesis by
Baidawi and Jalalain as nothing more
than painting the existing house
rather than constructing a new one.
Maulana Azad, of course, does not
approve of what is called tafsir bi' al-
ra'i (i.e. exegesis or explanation of the
Qur'anic verses by one's own personal
opinion). But, at the same time, he
points out that it does not mean that
one should not use one's intellect and
vision (basirat) 1in explaining the
meaning of the verses. He cites a
Qur'anic verse to substantiate his
point. "Do they not reflect on the
Qur'an? Or, are their locks on the
hearts?" (47:24). This verse clearly
demonstrates that the verses should be
understood with the power of one's in-
tellect and vision. Constant reflection
on the contents of the Quran is most
desirable. It is only through deep re-
flection on these verses that new
meanings will dawn on the exegesis.
But Azad is also aware of dangers
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of such a course. If one stretches such
a process to another extreme; it can,
result in 1importing such meanings
which do not accord with the intention
of the revelation at all. He gives ex-
ample of some sufis who tried to dis-
cover hidden meanings in these verses
and strayed far away. They did not
leave any portion of the Qur'an from
this exercise. And it is this which
should be construed as exegesis based
on one's personal opinion (tasfir bi’ al-
ra'i). Such an exegesis has done con-
siderable harm.

The Muslims also used the Greek
knowledge of various sciences includ-
ing the knowledge of Greek astronomy
to understand the verses of the Qur'an
referring to stars and other heavenly
objects. This is also, according to the
Maulana tafsir bi' al-ra'i. (For these
remarks, see Maulana Azad's Preface
to the First Edition of Tarjwnan-al-
Qur'an written in the Meerut Jail on
16th November, 1930).

MAULANA'S APPROACH—Freedom,
Justice, Equality

We have thrown some light on the
methodology of exegesis adopted, by
Maulana Azad so that we can under-
stand his approach to understanding
of the Qur'an. He carves out a delicate
path of his own which is different from
that of the classical commentators and
yet i1s not alien to the spirit of the
Qur'an. Though many might differ
from Azad's understanding of the
Qur'an but no one can challenge his
sincerity, integrity and scholarship, his

S0

fresh and profound approach.
Maulana Azad was no mere theoreti-
cian or mere theologian. He was much
more than that. He was deeply in-
volved in the freedom struggle and
gave great importance to throw away
the yoke of foreign rule. It was this
profound involvement with great emo-
tional intensity in his country's free-
dom from foreign rule that shaped his
understanding of the text of the
Qur'an.

He also had to strike partnership
with members of other faiths, particu-
larly Hindus to succeed in his struggle,
and hence his fundamental emphasis
on Hindu-Muslim unity, on one hand,
and, on unity of all religions (wahdat-
e-din), on the other. He evolved this
concept on the basis of his own
struggle.

The Qur'an, it is important to
note, did not lay emphasis merely on
the philosophical interpretation and
the world to come (aakhirah), but also
on transforming it, changing it; and
hence its emphasis on justice, equality,
freedom and human dignity. It
strongly favours weaker sections, so
much so that it say: "And we desired to
bestow a favour upon those who was
deemed weak in the land, and to make
them the leaders, and to make them
the heirs. And grant them power in the
land..." (28:5-6) Azan grasped this
spirit of Qur'an and engaged himself
in transforming the destiny of his
country, the land of his ancestors. He
could not see it enslaved by foreign
rulers.
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Any scholar of the eminence of
Azad who i1s also engaged in trans-
forming and rebuilding destiny of his
country could not have accepted the
existing exegetic (tafsir) literature. He
was bound to bring his vision which
evolved from his own social and politi-
cal struggle to bear on understanding
the text of the Qur'an. He was fight-
ing for the oppressed, for the enslaved
and for exploited. And all the op-
pressed, irrespective of their religious
faith, must unite to overthrow the yoke
of enslavement and exploitation. To
fight for the weak and oppressed is
stressed in the Qur'an which says,
"And what reason have you not to
fight in the way of Allah, and of the
weak among the men and the women
and the children, who say: Our Lord,
take us out of this town, whose people
are oppressors, and grant from Thee a
friend, and grant us from Thee a
helper.” (4:75) Thus the Maulana did
not base his understanding of the
Qur'anic text on mere speculation or
opinion, but on his own struggle for
the weak in keeping with the direc-
tives of the Qur'an.

In doing so he was following the
example of the Prophet and his com-
panions who engaged themselves in
transforming the world to make it wor-
thy of human dignity. The Prophet
had led life full of struggle to establish
sense of dignity, justice, brotherhood
and equality. He rejected all comforts
in favour of struggle. Thus action
(amal) 1s the central theme of Qur'an.
The Prophet's life was full of action

2

and in this action-oriented transforma-
tive project, the Prohpet sought help of
all across religious faith. Thus he
brought about a pact with the Jews,
Christians and Pagan Tribes of
Madina (known as the mithaq-e-
madina) for realisation of the transfor-
mative project. Allah, according to the
Qur'an, sent his messengers to the dif-
ferent parts and peoples of the world
for the same purpose. The Qur’'an thus
accepts the truth of all other religions
sent prior to Islam. Azad lays stress on
this aspect of the Qur'anic teaching
while stressing his concept of wahdat-
e-din. Also, in keeping with the
Qur'anic teaching he also maintains
that though shari’ ah may differ the
essence of din cannot. While rituals,
customs and traditions differ, din is
one.

Doctrine of Unity Tawhid
Mualana Azad emphasises, in keeping
with the teaching of the Qur'an, that
one of the most essential element of
din is the doctrine of unity of God
what the Qur'an refers to as tawhid.
Azad brings to bear his vast knowl-
edge of other religions, including most
primitive ones, to show that in all these
religions the doctrine of unity of God
was very fundamental. Thus he refers
to various anthropological and socio-
logical studies done in the nineteenth
century and examines the evolution of
beliefs of various tribes and nations to
show the presence of the doctrine of
oneness of God. He refers, in this con-
nection to the beliefs of people of
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Mohanjodaro also. Thus he points out
that the people of Mohanjodaro be-
Lieved in tawhid i.e. unity of God.
They were not, according to Azad's re-
search, idol worshippers. They, i.e. the
people of Mohanjodaro, called their
God as Oun which resembled the San-
skrit word Undwan. According to their
belief this One God rules all over the
world and His laws are supreme.
Similarly, all the diverse Semitic
tribes (from which various other tribes
in West Asia and Africa, including
'Aad, Thumud, Assurians, Sumerians.
Aramians', etc. emanated) believed, ac-
cording to Azad in oneness of God.
Azad says that "....a study of Semitic
group of languages— Hebrew, Syriac,
Aramaic, Chaldean, Himyarita and
Arabic—discloses that a special style of
word formation and of sound had been
in vogue among the Semitic peoples to
denote the supreme being. The alpha-
bets A,L and H combined in varied
forms to constitute the term by which
this supreme being was to be styled.
The Chaldean and Syriac term
'Ilahia’, the Hebrew 'Ilaha’ and the
Arabic 'Ilah’ are of this category. It is
the Ilah in Arabic which assumed the
form Allah and was applied exclusively
to the Creator of the universe." (See
English Tran. of Tarjuman al-Quran
by Syed Abdul Latif, Vol.-1, Asia Pub-
lishing House, 1965, pp. 14-15).
Thus Azad, among other things,
shows that the concept of unity of God

23

which is essence of din has existed
among all human beings, including
those who lived in pre-historic times.
This should constitute the basis of
unity of religion apart from other as-
pects. Azad, quoting the Qur'anic
verses tries to show that all human
beings were one on the basis of guid-
ance received from Allah and it was
later that some strayed from the right
path creating differences and destroy-
ing the basis for unity. Thus he quotes
the Qur'anic verse "And (all) people
were but a single people (i.e. they were
not lost on different paths) then they
differed." (Azad's words in parenthe-
sis) (10:19).

Mankind Was One

He quotes another verse from the
Qur'an to buttres his argument. The
Qur'an says, "Mankind was a single
nation (i.e. they were on one path of
natural guidance, then they differed).
So Allah sent prophets as bearers of
good news and as warners, and He re-
vealed with them the Book with truth,
that it might judge between people
concerning that in which they dif-
fered". (Azad's words in parenthesis)
(2:213). Thus, at one time, entire hu-
manity was united on the right path,
and it was later that some went astray
and differed and whenever they dif-
fered God sent his prophets to judge
their differences with justice according
to the revealed book.



Contemporary Ecologism and
the Relevance of Tagore

Tapan Kumar Chattopadhyay

oino
The word ‘ecology’ was first used by a
German biologist, Ernest Haeckel, in
1870, as the study of animal and plant

systems in  relation to  their
environment. The emphasis was on
the interrelationship and

interdependence of these animal and
plant systems. Today, ecology is an
integral part not only of the bio-
sciences but also of the social sciences.
Ecological researches everywhere, and
in all the disciplines, have proved that
conventional models of economic
development and the deification of
modern science and technology have

39

led to the loss of harmony between
society and nature, thereby producing
adverse effects on the entire biotic
community. On the basis of such
ecological findings ecologism calls for a
new attitude towards conventional
economic and political reasoning, as
well as towards  society-nature
relationship. As against the prevailing
'destructive' development, ecologism
advocates 'sustainable' development.
There are three basic dimensions

of sustainable development. First,
there 1s a concern for the
environment— combating pollution
and avoiding depletion of non-

renewable natural resources. Second,
since the sustainable use of resources
depends not merely on the ways in
which we use them but, more
importantly, on the inequalities in
people's access to resources,
development cannot be sustainable
without an emphasis on equity/
equality. Third, both environ-ment
and equity, for purposes of sustainable
development, are perceived in the
context of futurity, i.e. in terms of
intergenerational allocation of
resources. Thus, in terms of futurity,
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sustainable development is defined as
development that 1is capable of
satisfying the needs of the present
generation without compromising the
ability of future generations to meet
their own needs.!

Sustainable society, as envisioned
by ecologism, is characterized by the
adoption of three co-related values:
bioregionalism, biodiversity and
biocentrism. A  bioregion is a
geographical region with all its flora
and fauna, ores and minerals. Every
bioregion has its own ways and
rhythms. Bioregionalism means living
in harmony with these rhythms, i.e.
'we must get to know the land around
us, learn its lore and its potential, and
live with it and not against it."?
Bioregionalism implies biodiversity,
that 1is, co-existence of diverse
categories of flora and fauna.
Biodiversity is destroyed by
monocultural practices. Ecologism,
therefore, i1s against the conventional
development model which justifies, on
grounds of increased productivity, the
spread of monocultures of ‘fast-
growing’ species in forestry and 'high
yielding' varieties in agriculture.

Bioregionalism and biodiversity
are closely related to biocentrism, i.e. a
strong sense for nature in its own right.
The basic argument of biocentrism is
that the earth's biotic community as a
whole has an intrinsic value. Each
living being— human and
human— has a good, well-being,
welfare of its own which can be

non-
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promoted or harmed. Biocentrism
rejects the anthropocentric belief that
non-human beings cannot have a good
of their own. The good of non-human
organisms consists in the full
development of their biological powers.
Biocentrism, thus, is the claim for equal
right of all life to live and blossom.

Taken together, bioregionalism,
biodiversity and biocentrism reject
enlightenment rationality which
attaches only instrumental value to the
non-human world (both biotic and
non-biotic) and which has as its goal,
the domination of nature by humans.
Ecologism rejects this anthropo-
centrism.

Bioregionalism, biodiversity and
biocentrism demand radical changes in
our social habits and practices. These
habits and practices are to be based on
the realization that the Earth as a
physical object is not infinite but finite.
Given this finitude, ecologism argues,
that it is most essential to remember
that 'the Earth itself has a limited
carrying capacity (for population),
productive capacity (for resources of all
types), and  absorbent capacity
(pollution)."® The finitude of the Earth,
therefore, puts three limits to our
habits and practices: limits to economic
growth, limits to consumption and
limits to population growth.

oiino
Now, making an ecological reading of
Rabindranath Tagore, we find that
the three co-related values discussed in
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the previous section, namely writings and speeches he had
bioregionalism, biodiversity and repeatedly pointed out the intrinsic

biocentrism are very much present in
his social philosophy. Long before
ecology emerged as an important
academic discipline, Tagore argued,
through his innumerable writings and
speeches, that human beings should
live in harmony with the natural
environment. Accepting the
Upanishadic principles of unity of life
and unity of creation, he repeatedly
pointed out the interconnected ness
and interdependence of all things in
the universe.

Introducing Tagore's poetry to the
Western audience, Ketaki Kushari
Dyson rightly points out: 'If it is true
that a part of the function of poetry is
to remind us, magically, what our
relationship to the earth s, then
Tagore 's poetry fulfils that role most
admirably. Directly and indirectly he
reminds us constantly of our bond
with the earth, and nature 1s for him a
both direct and proper subject and a
perennial fountainhead of
imagery...The passion with which
Tagore addresses the earth as mother
in whose womb he once was and whose
milk he had once drunk, may strike
the Western reader with its cultural
difference.'

So far as society-nature
relationship was concerned, Tagore
had rejected the  instrumental
rationality of the Enlightenment.

Nature, for him, did not have merely
an instrumental value. Through his

N

values of nature. In his collection of
poems Banabani, we find him
depicting the intrinsic values and spirit
of the various trees in his ashram at
Santiniketan, trees planted by his
father, himself and by others at
different times. Amartya
Mukhopadhyay, in his analysis of
Tagore's Banabani, rightly points out,
'There are also poems for some of the
exotic plants and birds planted and
brought there by his foreign friends,
admirers and associates, who came to
work and stay there at different times.
He gave a native name to each exotic
outlandish tree, plant and bird. One
plant giving deep blue flowers got the
name of Nilmonilata, to facilitate the

poet's response to its mute, floral
communication.'
This  biocentrism and  anti-

anthropocentrism of Tagore can be
discerned also in his short story, Balai.
In this story, Balai is a small boy who
has a profound love for and a strong
mental attachment with the nature
around him. He felt sad when fruits
and flowers were plucked from trees,
when lawns were pruned and grasses
were mown.

Tagore put his anti-
anthropocentrism into practice at
Santiniketan. He asked the ashram
boys not to catch birds and squirrels or
put them in cages. He also asked the
boys to plant trees and to do gardening
work. When he founded the
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Brahnmuvidyalay, he wanted the classes
to be held in open air in harmony with
nature. As Chittabrata Palit has rightly
observed, 'Philosophically, Tagore
believed that human beings were part
of the wider nature, the cosmos. Man
and nature are interdependent. It was
a case of symbiosis.'®

Tagore paid tributes to Jagadish
Chandra Bose for discovering that
plants and trees are sentient biological

species, capable of responding to
external stimuli like all living
creatures.

Tagore reminded us not only of
our bond with trees but also with
rivers, mountains, seas and oceans.
Following the Upanishadic principles of
unity of life and of creation, his
collection of poems in Janmadine and
Sonar Tari echo a sense of
identification with the universe.

011 O

like contemporary ecologists,

was against unregulated
industrialism and consumerism. He
was not, however, against modern
science and technology. He welcomed
scientific progress. Tractors were used
in Sriniketan. He was actually against
the craze for machinery and against
unregulated economic production. In a
speech at Rammohan  Library,
Calcutta, on 28 dJuly, 1922, Tagore
said: 'The standard of living in modern
civilization has been raised far higher
than the average level of our
necessity... The claim upon our energy

Just
Tagore

Y

accelerates growth. This, in its turn,
produces activity that expresses itself
by raising life's standard still higher.
When this standard attains a degree
that is a great deal above the normal,
it encourages the passion of greed. The
temptation of an inordinately high
level of living, which was once
confined to a small section of the
community, becomes widespread. The
burden is sure to prove fatal to the
civilization which puts no restraint
upon the emulation of  self-
indulgence'.” He further observed
'The very shriek of advertisement
itself, which constantly accompanies
the progress of unlimited production,
the squandering of an
immense quantity of material and of
life force... Civilization today caters for
a whole population of gluttons.'® In his
essay on Palliprakriti he criticized
'greed' as a 'ripu', 1.e. one of the six
basic anti-social instincts.

Tagore was also against
unregulated urbanism. He argued
that the harmonious relation between
man and nature was ruptured due to
the cleavage between the towns and
the villages. The modern urban centres
embody the spirit of today's
civilization, i.e. consumerism and self-
aggrandizement. He asserted that the
simple life of the villages is facing an
onslaught from the consumerist, ever-
demanding towns. Unregulated
urbanism had destroyed the earlier
communal modes of life and the
altruistic communal attitudes have got

involves
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transformed into individualistic,

egoistic attitudes.

Oiv O

From the foregoing analysis it is clear
that Tagore's ecological visions are
very much relevant to contemporary
ecological ideas. In this section we shall
examine the degree of relevance of his
ideas to ecological movements. We
shall examine two particular types of
ecological struggles, namely
movements against deforestation and
movements against damming of rivers
and then make an ecological reading of
Tagore from the perspective of these
movements. For the sake of
convenience, we are taking as case
studies well-known
movements—the Chipko Movement and
the Narmada Bachao Andolon.

From times immemorial, forests in
India had been under the control of
local communities. The ecosystem
people— hunter gatherers, shifting
cultivators, peasants and artisans—
had a free access to forest produce and
this was wvital for their economic
survival. However, with the inception
of the Indian Forest Department in
1864 and the consequent takeover of
large areas of forests by the colonial
state, the ecosystem people's traditional
rights of access to forest produce were
severely infringed. Thus understood,
forest conflicts are to be examined in
the light of the conflicting demands for
forest produce by two basic economies:
the survival economy of the ecosystem

two now
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people and the market economy of the
industrial-commercial demands. The
industrial-commercial demands include
the demand for pulpwood, plywood,
furniture, etc.

During the colonial period, there
had been a series of remarkably
sustained popular resistances against
state intervention forest
management. In post-colonial India
the most significant popular resistance
against the commercial exploitation of
forest resources was the Chipko
Movement in the Garhwal region of
the Himalayas in 1970s. Realizing that
the depletion of the forest cover caused
not only a shortage of fuel and fodder,
but also resulted in landslides, soil
erosion, and the drying up of the local
streams, the local people, particularly
the women, resolved to stop tree-felling
by the contractors. 'Chipko' literally
means 'embrace' and the name of the
movement 1s derived from the concept
of saving the trees by embracing them.
The women satyagrahis followed the
axemen into the forests and embraced
the trees the contractors had come to
fell. In 1975 the government of Uttar
Pradesh ultimately decided to abolish
the private contract system of tree
felling. In  contemporary India,
attempts by the ecosystem people to
save forests from being decimated are
going on in almost all the forest zones.
The forest communities fight not only
against deforestation, but also against
destruction of biodiversity by state-
sponsored monocultural practices, eg.

in
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the planting of eucalyptus trees in the
name of ‘afforestation'. 1987,
militant activists uprooted about 7000
eucalyptus saplings from a forest
nursery in the Chamba district of
Himachal Pradesh and replaced them
with broad-leaved indigenous plants.
This concern of the forest communities,
in particular, and the ecologists, in
general, about deforestation and the
loss of biodiversity was, interestingly, a
primary concern of Rabindranath
Tagore. Long before the UN's
conference on desertification in the
1970s and long before humanity
became conscious of 'global warming',
Tagore, in his article Aranyadevata,
pointed out how desertification had
caused tremendous hydrological
imbalances in various parts of our
country. The result, he argued, was
two-fold: desertification and
atmospheric warming. Giving the
example of the northern parts of our
country, he wrote that in earlier times
these parts were full of forests and the

In

natural hydrological balance
prevented any abnormal rise of the
atmospheric temperature. However,
human greed and increasing

urbanization had led to the commercial
exploitation of these forests thereby
causing desertification and
atmospheric warming to such an
extent that the heat in the summer
had become unbearable.” He pointed
out that deforestation had caused
ecological imbalance not only in India
but also elsewhere. In America also

e

unlimited tree-felling had resulted in
desertification and rise of atmospheric
temperature.l Thus Tagore was very
much concerned with the phenomenon
of global warming. His strong reaction
against tree-felling and deforestation is
reflected in these words: Dao phire se
aranya lao e nagar ('Give back those
forests, take away these cities').!! As a
remedial measure Tagore wanted
afforestation. In Santiniketan, the
semi-arid condition and the sparseness
of trees prompted him to introduce the

Tree Planting Festival, the
Briksharopon Utsab.
Oovaao

It has been already pointed out that
Tagore's ecological visions are very
much relevant to another type of
environmental movement, namely the
movement against big dams. Let us
take the case of the Narmada Bachao
Andolon as a classic example of anti-
dam movements.

The Narmada River Valley Project
envisages the construction of about 30

major dams apart from several
medium-sized ones on the Narmada
and its tributaries. The bone of
contention here 1is, therefore, not

merely the question of rehabilitation of
the oustees, but also the issue of
violence unleashed upon the river
itself. The organization spearheading
the movement here has been thus
rightly named the Narmada Bachao
Andolon (Save Narmada Movement).
The largest individual project of the
total scheme is the Sardar Sarovar
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Project (SSP). The major beneficiaries
of the SSP will be the rich landlords of
the command area,
Gujarat, while the maximum
displacement will occur in the
adjoining state of Madhya Pradesh.
Displacement will also occur in
Maharashtra. The Narmada Bachao
Andolon, under the leadership of
Medha Patkar, originally demanded
only proper rehabilitation of potential
oustees. The Maharashtra government
had by then declared a policy of
allotting equivalent amount of land for
the land being lost by the oustees due
to submergence. This is known as 'land
for land' policy. But such a promise can
never be fulfilled without acquiring
lands from the rich landlords by means
of radical land reforms. Since none of
the state governments involved with
the project is willing to acquire lands
from the rich landowners, there 1is
hardly any land available in
Maharashtra, Gujarat or Madhya
Pradesh for implementation of the
'land for land' policy. Realizing this,
the Narmada Bachao Andolon began
opposing the construction of the dams.
The movement is still going on.

The Narmada Bachao Andolon is
only a classic example of anti-dam
movements which are going on not
only in various parts of our country
but also in other countries. However,
long before these anti-dam movements
emerged, Rabindranath Tagore
articulated, in his own way, his protest
against the damming of rivers and

which lies in
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waterfalls. Mention should be made
here of his famous drama Muktodhara
which today serves as an inspiration to
all activists fighting against the
construction of big dams.

In the drama Muktodhara the
king of Uttarkut, a hill kingdom, asked
his chief engineer, Bibhuti, to
construct a dam to control the flow of
Muktodhara waterfall. However,
Prince Abhijit (the adopted son of the
king) was against obstructing the free
flow of the spring. Moreover, the
construction of the dam, it was argued,
would deprive the people of Shibtarai
region (which was under the
jurisdiction of the Uttarkut king) of
water for irrigation. The king and his
engineer refused to accept these
arguments and said that the
construction of the dam was a gigantic
scientific feat and, hence, should be
accepted by all with cheers even if
Shibtarai's people were deprived of
their access to the natural source of
water. So the dam was constructed.
However, Prince Abhijit discovered
some technical defects in the structure
of the dam itself and decided to
dismantle it by taking advantage of
the faulty construction. He finally did
so but himself got drowned in the
gushing water released from the
broken dam.

Thus, through his Muktodhara
Tagore had recorded his protest
against obstructing the natural flow of
rivers and waterfalls through human
interventions and, hence, remains a
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source of inspiration to all natural-
resource conservationists.

ovio
Tagore did not confine himself to
making an ecological critique of
development; he tried, in his own way,
to promote sustainable development. In
1907, Tagore began rural
reconstruction in  an  ecological
sustainable way in his zamindari at
Selaidaha, now in Bangladesh. He

established the village mandali,
analogous to panchayat and
encouraged sustainable constructive

work through popular initiatives. In
1909, his son Rathindranath returned
from USA with a degree in agricultural
science and his initial agricultural

experiments were conducted at
Selaidaha.

In November, 1921, an
Englishman, Leonard K. Elmhirst, an
agricultural  scientist, came to

Santiniketan at Tagore's invitation.
Encouraged by Tagore, Elmhirst along
with Rathindranath Tagore, Santosh
Majumdar, Kali Mohan Ghosh, Gour
Gopal Ghosh and others, launched a
programme of eco-regeneration and
sustainable rural reconstruction at a
village called Surul, near Santiniketan.
This place was subsequently named
Sriniketan by Tagore.

Thus, from the foregoing
narrative it is clear that long before
ecological consciousness and ecological

\Vle]

movements emerged, Tagore had
shown, through his writings, speeches
and practices, strong ecological visions.
He can be regarded, along with
Gandhi, as a piloneer in ecological
thought and practices in India.
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Director-Secretary's Report on the
Programme and Activities of the
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore,
during April to October, 2015

1. Workshop on the Songs and Paintings of Rabindranath Tagore:

A workshop on the songs and paintings of Rabindranath Tagore titled
'Rabindranather Chobi O Gaan' was organized by the Sangrahalaya in
collaboration with Meghamallar Sangeet Sikshayatan, Barrackpore at the
premises of the Sangrahalaya on the 19th April 2015. Professor Somendranath
Bandopadhyay, former Professor of Visva Bharati University and Veteran of
Shatiniketan Ashram was the Chief Guest.

2. Birthday Celebrations of Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore:

The Sangrahalaya observed the Birthday Celebrations of Gurudev Rabindranath
Tagore on the 9th May, 2015 at its premises. A day-long programme was organized
which comprised of a temporary exhibition on the life and works of Tagore, a Spot
Quiz, a Debate Competition, a Docu-feature on the life and works of Tagore
prepared by the Sangrahalaya and the rare documentary 'Rabindranath' directed
by Satyajit Ray. The Chairman of the Sangrahalaya Sri Narayan Basu, presided
over the programme. Honorable MP, Professor Pradip Bhattacharya acted as the
Chief Guest and the welcome address was delivered by the Secretary of the
Sangrahalaya. The Programme was well attended by fifty four (54) participants
including students and teachers of five reputed Schools of Barrackpore viz.
Modern English Academy, St. Augustine's Day School, Barrackpore Girls' High
School, Barrackpore Government High School and Bholananda National
Vidyalaya. The topic for the debate competition was—"Is the Educational Policy of
Rabindranath Relevant Today?" From each of the schools, one student spoke for
and one against the motion. Prizes were awarded by the Sangrahalaya to the
winners of the Spot Quiz as well as the Debate Competition.

3. Seminar on the message of Gandhiji and its importance in the life of a
Nation:

The Sangrahalaya organized a seminar on 19th May, 2015, on the message of
Mahatma Gandhi and its importance in the life of a Nation. The title of the
seminar was 'Gandhiji-r Baani O Jatiya Jibane Tar Guruttva'. The seminar was
presided by renowned social activist and the committee member of the
Sangrahalaya Sri Salil Kumar Gupta and Swami Arghananda Maharaj of the
Barrackpore Ramakrishna Vivekananda Mission and Vivekananda Math was the
Chief Guest. The Seminar was attended by thirty (30) students from the
vocational training centre of the Barrackpore Ramakrishna Vivekananda Mission
and Vivekananda Math.
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4. Visit by School Group:

A School group consisting of thirty nine (39) students and four (4) teachers of
Kanaipur Sree Guru High School, Rishra visited the Sangrahalaya on the 23rd of
June 2015. The students were given a guided tour of the Sangrahalaya and then
given a questionnaire on life and works of Mahatma Gandhi. They were also
shown the documentary film show 'Muktir Banhisikha', from the collection of the
Sangrahalaya. The two students who scored the highest and second highest in
answering the questionnaire were awarded prize.

5. Day-long Camp on 'Alternative Paradigm of Development— Tagore
and Gandhi’:
The Sangrahalaya organized a day-long camp on 4th of July 2015, on the topic
'Alternative Paradigm of Development—Tagore and Gandhi'. The camp presented
the idea of over exploitation of natural resources for the purpose of development in
the modern world, its immediate consequences and how the ideas of Gurudev
Rabindranath Tagore and Mahatma can be implemented to avert the imminent
natural disasters. The camp was attended by a total nineteen (19) students from
the Department of Environmental Studies, Rabindra Bharati University as well as
the Department of Museology, University of Calcutta, along with two professors
each from both the Universities. The programme began with a presentation on the
theme of the camp by Sri Samar Bagchi, Former Director, Birla Industrial and
Technological Museum, Kolkata. After the presentation was over, there was a
group discussion among the participant students on the presentation. The post
lunch session included a panel discussion of the students with Mr. Samar Bagchi
and Dr. Pranabesh Sanyal, Former Principal Chief Conservator of Forests,
Government of West Bengal, on the questions raised by the participants during the
group discussion.

6. 69th Independence Day Celebration:
The Sangrahalaya celebrated the 69th Independence Day on the 15th of August
2015 at its premises in a befitting manner. The national flag was hoisted by Sri
Salil Kumar Gupta, member of the Managing Committee of the Sangrahalaya, at
9:30 am in the morning. The guests included the local senior citizens. After flag
hoisting a symposium was arranged on the topic 'Bharater Swadhinata Andoloner
Prekhapote Bangla O Bangali'. Sri Salil Kumar Gupta presided over the function.
The speakers included Dr. Tarun Kumar Banerjee, Former Professor, Department
of Political Science, Vidyasagar University, Midnapore, Prof. Kanaipada Roy,
Former Professor, Mahadevananda College, Barrackpore and Sri Swapan Kumar
Mukherjee, Chief Advisor, Ramakrishna Vivekananda Mission, Barrackpore. All
the three speakers put forward their valuable opinion on the theme. The opening
and closing songs were rendered by Smt. Sarbani Chatterjee, Librarian of the
Library of the Sangrahalaya.

After the symposium ended, a 'Sit and Draw Competition' for children was
organized by the Sangrahalaya. The participants included students from the local
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academic institutions as well as the local art schools. The competition included
three categories— Group-A: age 5 years to 7 years, Group-B : age 7+ years to 10
years and Group-C : 10+ years to 15 years. Group-A had twenty two (22)
participants, Group-B had forty (40) participants and Group-C had twenty seven
(27) participants which implies that a total of eighty nine (89) participants
participated in the competition. The judges included Sri1 Maichel Bose, Principal of
Pranavananda Art Institution and Sri Jayanto Ghosh, art teacher of Tulika Art
Institution, Kasba. Prizes were awarded to three winners in each category
whereas consolation prizes were provided to everyone who included a folder
containing drawing stationary.

In the post lunch session, a puppet show on the theme 'Independence Day'
was organized for the children. The puppet show was performed by Calcutta
Puppet Theatre Group from Kasba headed by Padmashree Suresh Dutta, a
pioneer in the field of puppets. The show was immensely enjoyed by the children as
well as their guardians. Certificates of merit and participation were also awarded
to the winners as well as to the other participants who did not win prizes,
respectively at the end of the day.

7. Two (2) Days Workshop on Formation of Self Help Groups and
Gandhian Thought:
The Sangrahalaya organized a workshop for two (2) days i.e. 21st and 22nd
September, 2015 on 'Formation of Self Help Groups and Gandhian Thought'.
The aim of the workshop was to encourage the formation of Self Help Groups
among the needy, local women, to make them self sufficient. This idea of self
sufficiency forms the crux of the philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi who advocated
socio-economic reconstruction by economic self-sufficiency for the people of
grassroot level, especially women. He believed that percolation of the idea of self-
sufficiency was necessary for Sarvodaya or Development and well being for all.
The workshop was attended by thirty five (35) local women in the age group
18-55 years. There were unmarried, married as well as widowed ladies all of
whom were interested to carve a niche for themselves by means of self
sufficiency so that they can stand on an equal footing with men in future Smt.
Anuva Goswami, a trainer of Self Help Groups and an expert in the field
conducted the workshop. On the first day of the workshop the participants were
given a preliminary idea about what were Self Help Groups, their aim,
characteristics and the mode of savings. There was mutual interaction with
participants who questioned Smt. Goswami regarding their doubts and queries.
On the second day of the workshop the financial aspect of Self Help Groups was
dealt upon. It included the mode of opening bank accounts for the Self Help Groups,
idea about link with the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development
(NABARD), the process of getting loans from bank for micro level cottage industries,
inter group lending, different government schemes for development of needy women
to start ventures on their own etc.. Smt. Rita Chanda, manufacturer and supplier
of soft toys carried out practical demonstration of soft toys.
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The workshop ended with the formation of Self Help Groups viz Shibam,
Arohan and Ma Lakhi preliminarily on the second day of the workshop i.e. 22nd
September, 2015. The three leaders of the three groups i.e. President, Secretary
and Treasurer were elected from among the members of the three groups, whose
names are as follows:

Shibam Self Help Group

President : Manjit Kaur
Secretary : Juli Singh
Treasurer : Ratna Modak

Ma Lakhi Self Help Group

President : Babita Sharma
Secretary : Ankita Singh
Treasurer : Riya Singh

Arohan Self Help Group

President : Kalpana Choudhury
Secretary : Priyanka Chowdhury
Treasurer : Swapna Ghosh

In a month's time, after the Pujas the Sangrahalaya would start different
training programmes for these groups to equip them for future functioning of the
Self Help Groups. It was decided that Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya,
Barrackpore would always be there to guide the three groups at every step but
the members of the groups themselves have to manage their own particular
group and also generate funds.

8. Observance of Mahatma Gandhi's 147th Birthday and Presentation of
the 18th Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Award and Deliverance of the
17h Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Oration:

The Sangrahalaya observed Mahatma Gandhi's 147th Birthday on 2nd October,

2015 at its premises. The 18th Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Award was presented

and the 17th Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Oration was delivered on the occasion.

This financial year, 2015-16 the Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Award, instituted

to honour those engaged in Gandhian and noble society-enriching activities, etc.

was presented to Gandhi Vichar Parisad, Bakura a well known Gandhian

Voluntary Organization, which is involved in the reconstruction of villages on

the line of concept and praxis of "Gram Swaraj" as articulated by Mahatma

Gandhi and Acharya Vinoba Bhave, on the occasion. The Award consists of a

silver salver, Scroll of Honour and Rupess ten thousand (10,000/-) and

traditional materials. The award was handed over by Sri Narayan Basu, to

Gandhi Vichar Parisad. Prof. Jahar Sen, Former Professor Department of

History, University of Calcutta, member of the Managing Committee of the

Sangrahalaya, read out the Scroll of Honour. Prof. Sandip Das, Former
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Professor, Department of Philosophy, Uluberia College, delivered the 17th
Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Oration. He was felicitated with a Silver Salver and
traditional materials. A temporary exhibition on "Three Great Personalities in
Photographs— Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore, Mahatma Gandhi and Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose, was inaugurated by Sri Salil Kumar Gupta, member of
the Managing Committee of the Sangrahalaya. The opening song 'Raghupati
Raghab Raja Ram' was rendered by the staff members of the Sangrahalaya.

The function was attended by the members of the Managing Committee of
the Sangrahalaya as well as eminent personalities, all whom took turns to
garland the photograph of Mahatma Gandhi and spinning the Charkha
(Spinning Wheel) installed at the entrance of the Mural Gallery of the
Sangrahalaya. The entire function was presided over by Sri Narayan Basu,
Chairman of the Managing Committee of the Sangrahalaya while the welcome
address was delivered by Sri Pratik Ghosh, Director-Secretary of the
Sangrahalaya.

9. Workshop on 'Contemporary Relevance of Gandhian Values'
organized in collaboration with Department of Political Science,
Barrackpore Rastraguru Surendranath College:

The Sangrahalaya organized a workshop on 'Contemporary Relevance of

Gandhian Values' in collaboration with the Department of Political Science,

Barrackpore Rastraguru Surendranath College, at the premises of the

Sangrahalaya on the 10th October, 2015. The workshop was attended by thirty

six (36) students and four (4) faculty members of Barrackpore Rastraguru

Surendranath College. The programme began with the welcome address of the

Director-Secretary of the Sangrahalaya. Then Professor Chittabrata Palit,

Former Professor Department of Modern History, Jadavpur University, was the

Guest of Honour. As an expert, he put forward his valuable comments on the

topic of the workshop. After the lecture of Professor Palit, a documentary from

the collection of the Sangrahalaya was presented, titled 'Role of Barrackpore in
the Freedom Movement in India'. The documentary was in Bengali and
contained in detail the significant role of Barrackpore in the Freedom Movement
of Indian and its role as the first place from where the First War of Independence

(called Sepoy Mutiny by the British East India Company) initiated.

In the second half of the programme a debate competition was arranged on
the topic of the workshop, in which the students of Barrackpore, Rastraguru
Surendranath College participated. Four (4) students spoke for the motion and
four (4) against it. Professor Chittabrata Palit and Professor Madhumita Ghosal,
(faculty member Department of Political Science, Barrackpore Rastraguru
Surendranath College) acted as the judges. The team speaking for the motion
won. Prizes were awarded both to the winners as well as the runners up. Finally
the workshop came to an end with the song 'Raghupati Raghab Raja Ram'
rendered by staff members of the Sangrahalaya and joined by the participants.
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